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A BUSY MONTH!
February is a busy month, but things are just warming up.   Please
look through the calendar and articles carefully, as there are many
important events, information, and meetings that pave the way for
the rest of the semester, and they are happening now.

In February, we have spring conferences, and sign ups in power
school are available now.  This will be an important time to check in
on the progress of each child and inform decisions that may be
necessary for ongoing academic success.  Winter Benchmark testing,
attendance, and other special topics will be discussed at conferences,
as needed.

There are also important meetings for PTO and Auction Committee
as we look at Spring planning coming for events that are just around
the corner.  Try and make it out to these important meetings. 

Our most important calendar item though kicks off on Ash
Wednesday (February 15th) as Lent is upon us.  Make sure to make
time to pray and prepare as a family, as we look in joyful hope in
Christ's return.

Your brother in Christ,

Joshua Bargdill, Principal

HospitalityFaith



Service Excellence



HospitalityFaith



FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS:



05 Ximena Sarinana 8th
07 Josie Kaufman Pre K 4
07 Aletta Vanover K
08 Ashley Acosta 7th
11 Sarah Payan 7th
15 Natividad Holguin K
15 Steve Holub Bldg. Maint.
16 Veronica Segura 5th 
17 Dallas Evancho 1st
17 Declan Marsden 1st
19 Melissa Navarro 4th
19 Benjamin Solis 6th
27 Andres Montes 3rd
28 Noah Baker 4th

Prayer of the Month
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February 2023 Prayer - Memorare
Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary,
that never was it known, that anyone who
fled to they protection, implored thy help, or
sought thy intercession was left unaided.
Inspired by this confidence, I fly unto thee, O
Virgin of virgins, my Mother. To thee do I
come, before thee I stand, sinful and
sorrowful. O Mother of the Word Incarnate,
despise not my petitions, but in thy mercy
hear and answer me. Amen.

Acordaos, oh piadosísima Virgen María!, que
jamás se ha oído decir que ninguno de los que
haya acudido a Vos, implorado vuestra
asistencia y reclamado vuestro socorro, haya
sido abandonado de Vos. Animado con esta
confianza, a Vos también acudo, oh Virgen,
Madre de la vírgenes, y aunque gimiendo bajo
el peso de mis pecados me atrevo a comparecer
ante Vuestra presencia Soberana. No desechéis
oh purísima Madre de Dios mis humildes
súplicas, antes bien, escuchadlas
favorablemente.
Amen.



A letter from Fr. Bergkamp:
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Dear Parents,

Catholic Schools Week is something that’s still relatively new to me. It’s not something I grew up with, as I
didn’t attend a Catholic school until I was 22 years old, when I entered seminary. However, the
importance of this celebration and participating in the festivities that go along with it are not lost on me.
It’s a reminder that having access to a Catholic School is a real blessing, something we should not take
for granted. It also provides a great opportunity to call to mind and have conversations about what it
takes to sustain this gift. Finally, it’s a great chance to double down on our commitments to supporting
the school, and enjoy a renewed excitement about everything going on in and around the school. 

Receiving a good education is a blessing in and of itself. Less we forget, learning leads to knowledge of
reality, which is worth pursuing for its own sake because this is how we come to possess truth; and
possession of truth is to participate in the reality of God. Receiving a Catholic education is to enjoy this
pursuit of truth in a more dynamic and personal way, as faith is afforded its necessary role in education.
This is the faith revealed by Christ, who is truth itself and the fulfillment of man. 

Catholic Schools Week is a perfect time to talk with your children about the blessing which is Catholic
education. Let them know that this is not something every child has access to, and that if we lived in
almost any other part of the country, they and or some of their classmates would not enjoy this
opportunity. Explain to them how unique this is and what makes it possible. It’s important for all of us to
understand that these efforts must be renewed if we hope the next generation is to receive the same
opportunity. 

At this point your stewardship forms have been returned to the parish office and hopefully you
committed to helping directly with school related needs or indirectly by helping around your parish. Now
comes the hard part, following through. When you’re called upon to help in a given ministry, remember it
takes everyone’s effort to make Catholic education a possibility. But beyond mere responsibility, it is
fulfilling to play an active role in something greater than ourselves. And there is a rewarding joy to
participating in social events such as the school auction. Thank you for your continued support, which
makes the future life of St. Mary’s exciting; and with you, I thank God for the blessing which is our
Catholic school. 



From the Front Office:

Pre-enrollment will be opening on March 9, 2023.  In order to complete pre-enrollment,  all outstanding
fees from this year should be current AND your stewardship envelope should already be on file with
your local parish office (this was due before Jan 1st). This is an important step to having a Parish-Family
Agreement signed by your Pastor, and the PFA must be on file with your parish so that pre-enrollment
can be completed with the school office. Without a Parish-Family Agreement on file, a payment plan for
tuition would need to be set up with Mary Ann in the St. Mary Parish office prior to completing pre-
enrollment for the 2023-2024 school year. 

If your stewardship forms are not completed with your parish, please reach out to your parish secretary
ASAP to complete this necessary step.  Families who do not have a Parish-Family agreement on file with
their Parish Office before pre-enrollment opens will not be able to pre-enroll for next year until this step
is completed.

If you have outstanding fees due to the school, please make payment in the front office with Miss Jackie
or establish a payment plan in the St. Mary Parish office with Mary Ann.  All fees must be current, or a
payment plan established prior to pre-enrollment for next year. 

e of the Month
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Dress for Success!

1) As listed in the school handbook (pg. 18), it is required that the length of jumpers and skirts
must be at least knee length.  Students who arrive to school without at least knee length skirts/
jumpers will need to change.  Parents will be contacted to see if they are able to bring an
alternative uniform option or would prefer to have their child borrow from the uniform closet
that day, with what is available. If an alternate option is not available, a parent will need to
either bring a suitable option or pick their child up from school that day. This would be an
unexcused absence. Skirt and jumper length will be actively monitored after Spring break.  

Please double check the length of your daughter's skirts/ jumpers and make arrangements prior
to return from spring break.   If you need to order from School Belles, please feel free to go to
their Wichita location located at: 2021 N Amidon Ave Suite 125, Wichita, KS 67203 or visit
their website at schoolbelles.com.  Our online school code is S2781.

If your child(ren) qualify for free/reduced lunches, and you need financial assistance with
getting uniforms, please contact Mr. Bargdill.



UPCOMING SCHOOL EVENTS

SMCS Annual Auction - April 29, 2022
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Your help is NEEDED!!!!

The school Auction is a great event to attend and is a key component of providing for
the needs of the school program, but it is only possible with your help. Every year, it is
requested for each family to find a way to contribute at least 6 hours to prepare and
hold the school auction. There are a variety of ways to do this, from attending planning
meetings, serving at the auction, helping with the auction website, washing dishes,
counting raffle money, organizing classroom projects, among many other activities. The
last week prior to the auction, it is all hands on deck for the final decorating and set up,
and it is a great time to be in the school and spend time with other parents! I would
encourage you to reach out early and even attend an auction meeting this month to find
out how to get your six family hours completed and contribute to another great auction. 

Our next auction meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, February 1st at 6:00 p.m. 

in the school cafeteria.

As part of this mission to solicit help from our school community, the raffle ticket sales
and family hours will be combined this year for your child to earn the auction reward. In
years past, for children to earn the reward (often bowling at Eastgate lanes) a minimum
number of tickets had to be sold and turned in by the deadline. This year, while no
change has been made to what is being asked of families, in order for a child to qualify
for the trip, both raffle tickets must be turned in AND documentation must be made of
the minimum six hours to the auction that you have made for your child(ren) to
participate/receive the reward.



School Safety

VIRTUS INFO/ UPDATES:

Our next local VIRTUS training will be: 
Where:

Sacred Heart Parish 
419 Poplar
Halstead
When: 

Saturday, March 4, 2023 at 10:00 AM
Questions? Contact Gloria M Arellano (316)518-7566
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Walk In Sisters Shoes Update:

Each year we celebrate and show our appreciation for being able to attend a wonderful Catholic
School. Walk in Sisters Shoes helps support the St. Katharine Drexel Catholic School Fund. St. Mary's
Catholic School is a "Drexel" school and benefits from the funds collected. We can help support this by
collecting coins to be donated to the Drexel School funds for our Diocese. All grades, Pre K through 8,
help in raising funds each year. We hope you can be generous in this support. The children get to
deposit the change into the containers in their classroom. Consider having your child look for coins
they can bring to school - couch cushions, floor boards of the care, etc. Of course the paper kind works
as well! 

This year Walk in Sisters Shoes goes from January 6 through March 3.  Here are the results of what has
been raised so far: 

Pre K through 2nd $305.72 
3rd-5th grade $553.10.       
6th-8th grade will be doing Penny Wars during Catholic Schools week (January 29 through February 4)
so no funds have been collected so far. 

Current Grand total is $858.82

More totals will be provided in March! Thank you for all you do for St. Mary Catholic School and the
students!! 

SMCS is currently undergoing a facility and procedure assessment to find opportunities for growth in
the area of school safety and security.  If you would be interested in taking part in this process, please
reach out to Mr. Bargdill at jbargdill@smcsnewton.org



Staff Highlight

 Student interview
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Dear St. Mary Community,

 I want to begin by saying I have treasured these past 4 years teaching at St. Mary. I can’t
imagine beginning my teaching career anywhere else! I have been blessed with nothing
but kindness and support from coworkers, students and parents through the happy
moments and challenging times. It truly is a special place to be! With that being said, I will
unfortunately be leaving St. Mary after this year. I have accepted a teaching position for
the 2023-24’ school year in Emporia to be closer to my boyfriend, who found his dream
job there. I am excited to finish out this school year and see what the future will bring! I
can’t thank the St. Mary Community enough and I hope to stay in touch. 

Blessings,
Miss Wescott
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A Magnificent Mardi Gras Monday

Your LEI Team

Come on out for our next family engagement activity!

On Monday, February 13th we will be holding another after school activity event from
3:50 to 5:00pm.  This time our event will be "Mardi Gras".  This ancient tradition in the
Church has been to celebrate just prior to the penitential Lenten season. Like Carnival or
Shrove Tuesday, it is by design another example of a wholesome festival prior to Ash
Wednesday. 

Buddy class teachers are already planning their activities so you can have another great
afternoon with your child(ren) and other SMCS families. There will be snacks, drinks,
games and activities to enjoy.  A parent/ guardian must be present for your child to
attend, unless regularly attending Guardian Angels already.  

We are planning on having a good time, and hope to see you there!



PTO INFORMATION:

2) ALL parents and guardians of SMCS are members of PTO. We want your
input and your new ideas! Come to a meeting! 
Next meeting is February 8 @ 6:30pm in the school cafeteria. Childcare will be
provided by middle school students.
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You're Invited!
1) PTO is hosting an Adult Fun Night on Saturday, Feb 4th @ 6:30pm. 
Come join us in the school gym for board games, dice games and a Corn Hole
Tournament! Free to Parents, Guardians and Teachers of SMCS. Any outside
guest must be accompanied by a SMCS guest. Bring a snack to share and
BYOB! There will be NO childcare provided.

3) One of the missions of
PTO is to host
presentations and events
for parent education. 

PTO is hosting a parent &
community education event
on Sunday, March 5th at
2:00pm in the SMCS gym.
The focus of the
presentation is Online
Safety 101, presented by
Heart to Heart Child
Advocacy Center. 

Ideas or requests for future
presentations? Come to the
next PTO meeting to share!



Thoughts on Renewing the Stewardship way of life

Service Excellence



HospitalityFaith

Find a friend, find an activity, and carpool your way to to good times!

Looking for a way to busy your hands in the service of Christ?  Our Harvey County parishes have a
number of opportunities through parish life, and each ministry has a unique mission to carry out. Don't
let your commitment to your parish end with filling out your stewardship envelope.   

I encourage you to get out there, try new things and find ways to be active in our Catholic community.
Whatever it is, there is almost no way that your little ones will not end of tagging along. What better
way to spend time as a family, than in the service of Christ and His Church on earth?

As a Catholic man and father, I have thoroughly enjoyed my time and service with the Knights of
Columbus.  Dads, there are so many things that I have found myself doing as a Knight that I may have
never done otherwise. From helping with fundraising dinners, to the annual tootsie roll drive, attending
monthly meetings with other Knights, and even delivering flags around town to help the boy
scouts...there are a number of events and annual traditions that I and my family look forward to. I even
have fond memories of stuffing ads in the Kansan, well into the wee hours of the night... although...
perhaps that memory in particular is only possible to enjoy with my "graduation goggles" on.

Every activity with Council #976 is ultimately a service to others.  For me, this has been a ministry that
the more I get involved, the more I love.  My only regret is not being an active member, sooner.
Whether a new knight, or an inactive member returning, I would expect you to find fraternity and
service with your brother Knights once you get involved. 

The Knights of Columbus is just not the thing for everyone. For you, it may be serving with Altar
Society, counting church money, helping with The Lord's Pantry, joining the Legion of Mary, helping
students learn their prayers, being a lector at Mass, helping with recess duty, helping with a class
celebration, or being an active PTO member. There are a number of Catholic events and ministries that
take time, effort, and resources to carry out... and they need your help.  Enjoy fellowship in the midst of
helping others, and maybe even find friends along the way. 

There are a number of Diocesan ministries that may be "right up your alley" as well, that are not a
regular part of parish life locally.  For other opportunities, check out the Diocesan Ministries webpage
at: https://catholicdioceseofwichita.org/ministries/   Here you will find out information on a number of
Diocesan ministries that could use your help as well.  

I pray that you are blessed with many opportunities as we enter this Lenten season to busy your hands
and your heart in service to Christ. 

-Joshua Bargdill, Principal



Community Corner:
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You're invited to a groundbreaking ceremony to celebrate the
start of construction on the new Newton Public Library!The

groundbreaking will be held 3:30 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 31, in
Military Park – just southeast of the current library.



 Following a short outdoor program, refreshments will be served

inside the current library in the Bessmer Meeting Room. We're
excited to invite everyone to celebrate this milestone day for the

library and the community. This project has been in the works for
more than a decade, and once completed, will benefit Newtonians for

generations to come. Hope you can join us!

Newton Public Library, KS720 Oak St., Newton,
Kansas 67114(316) 283-

2890 www.newtonplks.orglibrary@newtonplks.or
gFacebook • Instagram • YouTube
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Altar Server Schedule
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Mass is held every Wednesday, Thursday & Friday Mornings. All grades will attend Mass each
day. Father Bergkamp will say Mass on Wednesday and Friday and Father Jorge will say Mass
on Thursdays. Below is a schedule of Masses for November with Altar Servers and Readers.

2/1  Servers:  Antonio Heredia & Ella Baier 
               Reader:  Penny Weber
2/2  Servers:  Marah Bargdill & Annelyse Baker 
               Reader:  Luke Littlejohn
2/3  Servers:  Brett Littlejohn & Evan Antle
               Reader:   Cameron Marsden
2/8 Servers:  Madison Cooper & Annabelle Smith
               Reader:  Favour Tembei
2/9         NO SCHOOL
2/10       NO SCHOOL
2/15 Servers:  Adrian Romero & Adler Mabry
               Reader:  Maddyx Erwin
2/16 Servers:  Luke Heppler & Blake Alexander 
               Reader:  Koelton Erwin
2/17      NO SCHOOL
2/22 Servers:  Koelton Erwin & Luke Littlejohn
               Reader:  Johnny Acevedo
2/23 Servers:  Sofia Rojas & Penny Weber
               Reader: Maddyx Erwin 
2/24 Servers:  Jaxon Monares & Cameron Marsden  
               Reader: Penny Weber



UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS

ITS ALMOST TIME!!!!

The Knights of Columbus Annual Fish Fry will commence Friday  February 17th.  Mark
your calendars and come on out for a wholesome Lenten meal.  Dinners served at St.
Mary Catholic School, enter through the 9th street doors.  

Be on the lookout for more details as they become available. 

Knights of Columbus - Fish Fry Meals

Are you aware of an upcoming Harvey County parish event that you would like to share about
in the school newsletter? Tell us!  Please submit details no later that the 3rd Friday of the

month before event happens. 



PARISHES OF HARVEY COUNTY

St. Mary Our Lady of Guadalupe




Sacred Heart

Weekly Mass & Confession Schedules

(316)282-0459
106 E. 8th St.

Newton, KS 67114

(316)283-3499
421 S. Ash St.

Newton, KS 67114

(316)830-2818
419 Poplar St.

Halstead, KS 67056

Confession: 

Monday through Friday 7:30 am

 Saturday 3:30pm to 4:30pm



Saturday 4:00pm to 5:00pm

Sunday Mass

 Saturday  5:30pm
 Sunday     8:30am
                    10:30am
 




Daily Mass 

Monday through Friday 8:00am Tuesday            5:30pm

Wednesday   8:00am
Thursday         8:00am
Friday                8:00am




 Saturday    5:00pm
 Sunday       9:00am
                       11:00am
                       12:30pm Español
                                         (Spanish)




 Saturday      5:30pm
 Sunday         8:30am
                         11:00am

 Tuesday      5:30pm
 Wed             8:00am
 Thursday    8:00am
 Friday          8:00am

Saturday 4:30pm to 5:00pm
Sunday 8:00am to 8:30am
 (Also 20 minutes before
daily Masses)



February 2023
Breakfast

S M T W T F S

Menu is
Subject to
Change  At
Anytime

Cinnamon Roll
Cereal or Oatmeal
Fruit, Yogurt
Juice
Milk

Sausage Cheese
Biscuit
Cereal or Oatmeal
Fruit, Yogurt
Juice
Milk

French Toast
Sticks  
Cereal or Oatmeal
Fruit, Yogurt
Juice
 Milk

Pancake on a stick
Cereal  or
Oatmeal
Fruit
Yogurt
Juice
Milk

Mini Pancakes,
Cheese Omelet
Cereal or Oatmeal
Yogurt
Fruit
Juice
Milk

Monkey Bread
Cereal or Oatmeal
Fruit,  Yogurt
Juice
Milk

Sausage Cheese
Biscuit
Cereal or Oatmeal
Fruit, Yogurt
Juice
Milk

Sausage Cheese
Biscuit
Cereal or Oatmeal
Fruit, Yogurt
Juice
Milk

No School 
Parent/
Teacher
Conference

Mini Pancakes,
Cheese Omelet
Cereal or Oatmeal
Yogurt
Fruit
Juice
Milk

Cinnamon Roll
Cereal or Oatmeal
Fruit, Yogurt
Juice
Milk

Monkey Bread
Cereal or Oatmeal
Fruit
Yogurt
Juice
Milk

Pancake on a stick
Cereal  or
Oatmeal
Fruit
Yogurt
Juice
Milk

Pancake on a stick
Cereal  or
Oatmeal
Fruit
Yogurt
Juice
Milk

02 03 0401

05 06 07 08 09 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28

Sausage Cheese
Biscuit
Cereal or Oatmeal
Fruit,  Yogurt
Juice
Milk

No School 
 Parent/
Teacher
Conference

No School 
President's
Day

No School 
Teacher
In-Service

French Toast
Sticks  
Cereal or Oatmeal
Fruit, Yogurt
Juice
 Milk

French Toast
Sticks  
Cereal or Oatmeal
Fruit, Yogurt
Juice
 Milk



February 2023
Lunch

S M T W T F S

25

Rib Sandwich on
bun
Tri Tot
Peas
Peaches
Milk

Corn Dog
Curly Fries
Green Beans
Applesauce
Milk

Pepperoni Pizza
Salad
Applesauce
Cheesecake
Milk

Chili
Corn Chips
Cinnamon Roll
Celery Sticks
Fruit Cocktail
Milk

DunlavyDunlavyChoiceChoice

Menu is
Subject to
Change  At
Anytime

Chicken Nuggets 
Tator Tots
Fresh Broccoli 
Mandarin Oranges
 Milk

Cowboy Cavitini
Salad
Fruit Cocktail
Milk

No School 
President's
Day

Cheeseburger
Oven Fries
Carrots
Fruit Cocktail
Milk

Italian Dunkers
Baked Beans
Cooked Broccoli
Pears
Cake/Blue
Frosting
Milk

Bean & Cheese
Burrito
Mexican Rice
Fruit Cocktail
Romaine  Salad
Milk

Popcorn Chicken
Mashed Potato
Gravy Corn
Dinner Roll 
Mandarin
Oranges 
Milk

Cheese Pizza
Green Beans
Pears
Cookie
Milk

Spaghetti &
Meatsauce
Salad
Peaches
Breadstick
Milk

02 03 0401

05 06 07 08 09 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24

26 27 28

No School 
Teacher
In-Service

No School 
Parent/
Teacher
Conference

No School 
 Parent/
Teacher
Conference

Chicken & Noodles
Mashed Potatoes 
Peas
Pears
 Dinner Roll 
Milk

BBQ Meatballs 
Mashed
Potato/Gravy 
Green Beans
Oranges
Milk

Chicken Patty on
a bun
Oven Fries
Baby Carrots/
Cucumbers
Apples
 Milk

Macaroni &
Cheese 
Peas
Peaches
Milk


